WITNESS TELLS 

OF ATTACK PLAN 



FBI Agent Is Heard at 
'I , Dahmer Trial 

5" By JAMES H. DOWNEY 
MEHiDlAN, Miss. (AP)-An 
FBI agent testified Saturday 
that Henry DeBoxtel, one of 11 
men being tried on federal con- 
spiracy cnarges in connection 
with tbe firebomb death of Ne- 
gro leader Vernon Dahmer, told 
nim he had been appointed to 
lead a practice attack on Dah- 
mer’s home but had withdrawn. 

John Rucker, a special 
agent based in Meridian, said 
DeBoxtel said in an interview 
he backed oat because of a 
personality conflict with “an- 
other individual.” 

He said DeBoxtel also denied 
taking part in the actual attack 
but did admit arranging for two 
cars to be used. Rucker said 
l one of the cars was identified 
as belonging to Travis Gile3, 
another defendant in the case. 

Rucker’s testimony came in 
the sixth day of the trial of the 
white Jones County men, 
charged with conspiracy to in- 
timidate, coerce and threaten 
Dahmer because of his registra- 
tion work. 


JURY DISMISSED 

U.S. Dist. Court Judge Dan 
Russell dismissed the jury for 
the weekend following Rucker’s 
testimony but reconvened court 
an hour later to handle motions. 
Testimony is scheduled to re- 
sume Monday morning. 

Rocker, of Meridian, said 
when he and another agent 
went to arrest DeBoxtel, the 
defendant told him, “I guess 
this is it, I’ve been expecting 
you.” 

Rucker said they waited for 
DeBoxtel’s children to leave the 
house before taking him out. 

“We didn't want to put the 
handcuffs on their daddy in 
front of them. We stalled 
around until they left and then 
we handcuffed him. It was a 
i very friendly quiet situation.” 

I DEFENSE ATTEMPT 
3 Rucker's testimony followed 
1 an attempt by the defense to 
a keep his remarks from being 
5 allowed into evidence. 

Rucker said DeBoxte l had 
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been advised of his rights on 
all of some 16 interviews and 
had waived the right to ob- 
tain an attorney, saying he 
did not need one. 

DeBoxtel, however, v took the 
stand and said that only when 
he was arrested on March 28, 
1966 was he advised of his 
rights. He said he never waived 
his rights to having a lawyer ' 
and had received indirect pres- i 
sure to cooperate with the fed- 1 
eral officials. 1 

“It was brought out that if 1 
they couldn’t get my coopera- t 
tion, they would have tried to i 
intimidate my mother’s busi- i 
ness at a time when she had a 
lunch wagon going to the Ma- c 
sonite plant,” at Laurel. 1 

TELLS OF SEARCH € 
He also charged that on the i 
day of his arrest, agents pulled 1 
him out of bed at gunpoint and i 
searched his clothing and his i 
house. t 

Russell, after questioning 1 
DeBoxtel at length ruled the 
court’s opinion what that the 1 
statement’s made by Rucker J 
were voluntary sud could be t 
admitted, but only to the ex- 
tent they applied to DeBoxtel. 
Russell testified that all but 
one of the 16 interviews with 
DeBoxtel took place in front of 
the Chow House, in Laurel, a 
cafe operated by DeBoxtel’s 
mother. 

Earlier Saturday J. L. Smith, 
a white neighbor of Dahmer, 
testified he saw two carloads of 
men pass his house “laughing 
and talking” the night of the at- 
tack 

SAW TWO CARS 
Smith, a farmer who owns a 
county store similar to the one 
operated by Dahmer, testifiqtf 
he saw two cars going south 
about 2 a.m. and saw one of 
them returning some 30 min- 
utes later. 

“There were six or seven In 
the car, he testified, “and 
they were laughing and talk- ' 
ing, but I couldn’t tell you a 
word they said.’’ 

He said one of the men looked 
like Cecil Sessums, one of the 
men on trial. He quickly added, 
however, he was not “saying 
that it was Cecil Sessums.” 
Smith said he went deer hunt- 
ing right after he saw the single 
car returning and found another 
car parked on the side of the 
road about two miles .south of 
his home. He testified that the 
car resembled one of the car’s 
he’d seen earlier and that it had 
a flat tire. 


